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lining its edge, w
hich created a palisade. There w

ere tow
ers 

(or bastions) projecting tow
ards the ditch w

hich allow
ed 

villagers to propel their w
eaponry from

 a safe vantage point 
w

hile the attackers w
ere forced to clim

b in and out of the 
ditch under intense fire thus not allow

ing an effective return. 
This defense m

ade the village alm
ost invulnerable to attacks 

from
 the principle w

eapons of the Southeastern Indians 
(spears, arrow

s, and w
ar clubs).

  

Central Plaza
  Just before reaching M

ound A there w
ill be a sm

all rise in the 
path indicating your entrance into the central plaza, w

hich is 
outlined on the m

ap. Since leaving the bridge you have 
w

alked through the village area that w
as once crow

ded w
ith 

w
addle and daub huts. Surrounded by a short rock w

all, this 
plaza w

as created by hand packing red clay for the purpose 
of being a cerem

onial center to the m
ound com

plex. It w
as a 

clean sw
ept area that w

as used m
uch like a m

odern day 
tow

n square. It w
as a public gathering space for a variety of 

activities such as gam
es [stickball and chunkey], cerem

o-
nies, and a bazaar for trade goods. To the left of the plaza 
edge are the sm

all rises of the other M
ounds that surround 

the plaza labeled D
, E, and F. O

nly D
 and E have been 

archaeologically tested.M
ound A

  For adventurous clim
bers there is a trek up the staircase to 

M
ound A, w

hich is approxim
ately the height of a six story 

building (63 ft high). At the top, the plaza outline is visible 
along w

ith the approxim
ate ditch outline m

arked by a m
odern 

fence. Agricultural fields of corn, beans, and squash w
ere 

beyond this section of the ditch. O
n the horizon w

ere forests 
abounding w

ith w
ild gam

e. The site lies w
ithin the Etow

ah 
R

iver Valley, w
hich has sandy soil that could be tilled w

ith 
prim

itive stone hoes and digging sticks. To the south lies the 
Piedm

ont Physiographic R
egion w

ith its different plants and 
anim

als. The great tem
ple that housed the chief and his 

fam
ily stood on top of this platform

 m
ound. H

ere the chief 
presided over cerem

onies that took place in the plaza below. 
Located on the south side of the m

ound is a low
er platform

 
thought to be an unfinished section, as Etow

ah is an 
abandoned site. The top of the m

ound w
as farm

ed starting in 
the 1880’s causing ground disruption, and in the early 1930’s 
tw

o dog statues w
ere uncovered. W

ith the exception of the 
stairw

ay ram
p in 1994, M

ound A has not been fully scientifi-
cally excavated.

M
ound B

  

Like M
ound A, M

ound B w
as also a tem

ple platform
 and has 

never been com
pletely excavated. A test pit dug on its w

est 
side base revealed burials and m

idden (trash) pits containing 
rem

ains of deer, turtles, fish, and plants. In addition to the  

Etow
ah Indian M

ounds, rising on the north bank of the 
Etow

ah R
iver near C

artersville, G
A., is the largest N

ative 
Am

erican settlem
ent in the Etow

ah Valley. The flat-topped 
earthen knolls w

ere used from
 about 900-1550 A.D

. as a 
platform

 dw
elling to the chief/priest, an elite m

ortuary ground, 
and tem

ple areas. Etow
ah w

as originally know
n as “Itaw

a” 
and is referred to as “Idaba” in the H

ernando D
e Soto 

chronicles. The site w
as visited by the Spanish explorer and 

1,000 of his m
en in August of 1540. In a very short tim

e, the 
tow

n’s population drastically decreased in response to 
European diseases (sm

allpox and m
easles) w

hich the 
inhabitants had no natural im

m
unity. After fleeing their tow

ns, 
the survivors joined other surrounding groups and eventually 
becam

e know
n as the C

reeks. N
either the C

reeks, w
ho had 

lost their oral tradition of passing dow
n history to later 

generations, or the m
issionary Elias C

ornelius m
entions this 

fact in his m
em

oirs after visiting this site in O
ctober 1817. In 

the year 1832 C
ol. Lew

is Tum
lin drew

 a land lot in the 
G

eorgia Land Lottery, and then from
 1838-1953 the Tum

lin 
fam

ily ow
ned and w

orked the grounds as farm
land until they 

sold a portion of their farm
 to the state for conservation as 

protected land. In 1964 the 68 acre site becam
e recognized 

as a R
egistered N

ational H
istoric Landm

ark, w
hich is still 

m
aintained by G

eorgia D
epartm

ent of N
atural R

esources.
 

Rules & Rem
inders

    

O
ur goal is to preserve and conserve the site of Etow

ah for 
future generations, and you can help us by:
  

Staying on trails and keeping off slopes of
 

m
ounds and defensive ditch to help control 

  
erosion.

 
D

o not collect any artifacts or natural  
 

resources (feathers, rocks, leaves, plants, etc.)
 

as it is prohibited.
 

D
ogs are w

elcom
e but m

ust be on a 6 foot 
 

leash.
 

As a rem
inder the outside m

ound area closes  
 

at 4:30 pm
 w

hile the m
useum

 is open until 5 pm
. 

   

Borrow
 Pits & Defensive Ditch

  

Tw
o large pits (located by the M

useum
 and N

ature Trail and 
a ditch resulted from

 the rem
oval of thousands of baskets of 

earth that w
ere “borrow

ed” from
 one location and utilized to 

build the m
ounds. The bridge crosses over part of the 9-10 ft 

deep ditch w
hich once encircled the site by stretching from

 
one riverbank to the other. This provided an effective first line 
of defense along w

ith the em
bedded 12 foot upright logs        

rem
nants, a large building, possibly belonging to that of a 

council house, w
ere found. M

ost likely a lesser chief or priest 
resided on top of M

ound B.
M

ound C
  

This burial M
ound has been com

pletely excavated and 
reconstructed. The 350 burials unearthed here told scientists 
m

uch about burial and cerem
onial practices, classes of 

people, dress, diet, diseases and trade patterns of the 
peoples at this site. This m

ound w
as built in layers, w

ith 
changes in tem

ple structures, fences, and burial practices. 
These date from

 the earliest, at its center, to the m
ost recent, 

located in outer layers. N
ear the edge of the m

ound is w
here 

our fam
ous G

eorgia m
arble effigy statues w

ere found. M
ost 

of the artifacts you w
ill see in the m

useum
 cam

e from
 

M
ound C

.
Shoals and Fish Trap

   

Fish traps w
ere created by piling stones in V-shaped 

form
ations in shallow

 river areas, w
ith large w

oven baskets 
(trap) placed at the open point of the V to catch fish. Bass, 
catfish, freshw

ater m
ussels, and turtles w

ere im
portant 

sources of protein for Etow
ah’s inhabitants. Today, w

hen the 
Allatoona hydroelectric plant is not generating electricity and 
the w

ater level is low
 and clear, the gravel shoals and fish 

trap m
ay be seen.

   

Etow
ah River W

alk Nature Trail
   

The N
ature Trail begins at the trailhead signs near the river 

and w
ill follow

 the river dow
nstream

 for several hundred feet 
before turning to join the south side of the perim

eter trail 
w

here it w
ill lead to the borrow

 pit overlook. It w
ill take you 

along the defensive ditch, w
hich m

ay flood in heavy rain, 
back to the m

useum
. M

ake sure to look for the large 
sassafras along the defensive ditch! W

hile you are w
alking 

along this trail you w
ill see m

any trees including: w
alnut, 

birch, hickory, oak, and persim
m

on that once provided food 
for the people of Etow

ah. N
ear the entrance to the N

ature 
Trail you w

ill see a rivercane reestablishm
ent area. R

iver-
cane w

as used to create arrow
 shafts, thatch roofs, basket 

splits, floor m
ats, and num

erous other objects. O
ther plants 

and trees along the river include river oats, hackberry, 
sw

eetgum
, sourw

ood, sycam
ore, elm

, stinging nettle, and 
yaupon holly. Plants you m

ay see that w
ere introduced by 

Europeans are the privet, honeysuckle, paper m
ulberry, and 

m
im

osa.
Free online inform

ation
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